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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. - 3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) The information processing 
apparatus according to claim i7, wherein the — said message 

conversion part translator is operable to specifyiee a 

transmission destination of the message according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

5. (currently amended) The information processing 
apparatus according to claim i7, wherein -fcrhe — said message 
conversion — part — translator is operable to performs automatic 
protocol conversion according to a message transmission 
destination specified according to a transmission origin of the 
message and contents of the message. 

6. (currently amended) The information processing 
apparatus according to claim ^l_ t wherein the — said message 
conversion — part — translator is operable to executes encryption 
processing that corresponds to a message transmission 
destination that is specified according to a transmission origin 
of the message and contents of the message. 

7. (currently amended) An information processing 
apparatus for processing a — transmission of a message — among — a 
plurality — ©4! — sites — connected — via — a — network , the — said apparatus 
comprising : 

a gateway operable to provide a local message exchange 
interface with a plurality of local sites of a system; 

a B2B connector operable to provide a message exchange 
interface between the system and a plurality of sites 
external to the system a — message — broker — that — commits — fee — an 
application processing — ef — data — that — becomes — necessary when 
message — conversion — is — performed — among — the — plurality — e# 
sites ; 

a message translator that — operable to performs mutual 

conversion between any two of a plurality of message 

2 



Application No.: 10/008,443 Docket No.: SONYSH 3.0-1257 

formats on a message received from a sending site that is 
one of the plurality of local sites or one of the plurality 
of external sites, according — fee — a — prescribed — conditional 
sentence said conversion being performed in response to a** 
arrival — e£ — a field that is contained in the message and 
which serves ing as a trigger in — for a specific one of the 

plurality of message formats, and when ne rules aaee 

provided for processing the message, — the message translator 
to checks sentence construction of the message and prior to 
perf orm ing e said translation of the message; 

a message broker operable to transmit a request to and 
to receive an answer from an application or database that 
is needed to carry out data exchange processing between the 
sending site and at least one destination site; 

a message router that — operable to adde a destination 
address to the message according to an prescribed 
associated piece of identification information contained in 
the message , to combine the message with another message 
having the destination address when the another message 
exists, the another message being received from another one 
of the plurality of local sites or from another one of the 
plurality of external sites, and to decompose the message 
into a plurality of messages corresponding to a plurality 
of a destination addresses when the piece of identification 
information is associated with the plurality of a 
destination addresses ; 

said a — B2B connector that provides a being operable to 
process the addressed message exchange — interface — between a 
system — and — a — or the plurality of addressed messages for 
transmission to one or more of the plurality of external 
sites when the message was received from the one of the 
plurality of local sites outoidc — the system ; and 
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said a — gateway that provided — a — local — message — exchange 
interface — between — the — ayotcm — and — a — local — site — inoidc — the 
system, — wherein — being operable to process the addressed 
message is — transmit table — se — as — te — distribute — information 
among — a — or the plurality of traders — at — addressed messages 
for transmission to one or more of the plurality of local 
sites when the message was received from the one of the 
plurality of external sites— 

wherein — the — message — conversion — converts — the — message 
into a prescribed format according to a transmission origin 
of the message and contents of the message . 
8. -9. (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) The information processing method 
according to claim -8-14 , wherein in — said step of performing 
conversion on the message includes conver t ing sien processing the 
message is — converted — into a prescribed format according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

11. (currently amended) The information processing method 
according to claim -8-14 , wherein in — said step of performing 

conversion on the message conversion processing includes 

specifying a message transmission destination is specified 

according to a transmission origin of the message and contents 
of the message. 

12. (currently amended) The information processing method 
according to claim -8-14 , wherein in — said step of performing 

conversion on the message conversion processing includes 

performing automatic protocol conversion is performed in 

correspondence with a message transmission destination specified 
according to a transmission origin of the message and contents 
of the message. 

13. (currently amended) The information processing method 

according to claim #14 , wherein in — said step of performing 

conversion on the message conversion processing includes 
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performing encryption processing 4rB — executed — in correspondence 
with a message transmission destination specified according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

14. (currently amended) An information — processing — method 
for of processing ^transmission of a message among — a plurality 
of sites connected via a network , the said method comprising the 
steps of : 

committing — fee — an — application — processing — e£ — data — that 
becomes — necessary — when — message — conversion — is — performed 
among the respective sites; 

providing a local message exchange interface with a 
plurality of local sites of a system; 

providing an external message exchange interface 
between the system and a plurality of sites external to the 
system; 

receiving a message from a sending site that is one of 
the plurality of local sites or one of the plurality of 
external sites; 

checking sentence construction of the message; 

performing mutual — conversion between any two of a 
plurality of message formats on the message according — to — a 
prescribed — conditional — sentence — in response to an — arrival 
— a field that is contained in the message and which 
serves ing as a trigger in — for a specific one of the 
plurality of message formats; 

transmitting a request to and receiving an answer from 
an application or database that is needed to carry out data 
exchange processing between the sending site and at least 
one destination site; 

adding a destination address to the message according 

to an proscribed associated piece of identification 

information contained in the message; 

5 



Application No.: 10/008,443 



Docket No.: SONYSH 3.0-1257 



combining the message with another message having the 
destination address when the another message exists, the 
another message being received from another one of the 
plurality of local sites or from another one of the 
plurality of external sites providing — a — message — exchange 
interface between a system and a site outside the system ; 

decomposing the message into a plurality of messages 
corresponding to a plurality of a destination addresses 
when the piece of identification information is associated 
with the plurality of a destination addresses; 

processing the addressed message or the plurality of 
addressed messages for transmission to one or more of the 
plurality of external sites using the external providing a 
message exchange interface when the message was received 
from the one of the plurality of local sites bctween — the 

system — afid — a — local — site — inside — the — system, wherein — the 

message — is — transmit table — se — as — fee — distribute — information 
among a plurality of traders at the plurality of sites ; and 

performing — message — translation — which, when — no — rules 

are — provided — £es? — processing the addressed message— checks 
sentence — construction — — or the plurality of addressed 
messages for transmission to the destination address or to 
the plurality of destination addresses using the local 
message exchange interface when the message was received 
from the one of the plurality of external sites and performs 
translation of the message, 

wherein — the — message — conversion — converts — the — message 
into a prescribed — format — according to — a transmission origin 
of the message and contents of the message . 
15. - 16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) The network system according to 

claim 3r5-21 , wherein the — said message conversion — part — translator 

is operable to converts the message into a prescribed format 

6 



Application No.: 10/008,443 



Docket No.: SONYSH 3.0-1257 



according to a transmission origin of the message and contents 
of the message. 

18. (currently amended) The network system according to 
claim ±S21 , wherein the said message conversion part translator 
is operable to specify ico a message transmission destination 
according to a transmission origin of the message and contents 
of the message. 

19. (currently amended) The network system according to 
claim -3r5-21 , wherein the — said message conversion part — translator 
is operable to performs automatic protocol conversion according 
to a message transmission destination specified according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

20. (currently amended) The network system according to 
claim ±S21 , wherein the said message conversion part translator 
is operable to performs encryption processing in correspondence 
with a message transmission destination specified according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

21. (currently amended) A network system^ including 
comprising : 

a plurality of local sites ; and each two — e£ — which are 
connected via a communication network, — wherein 

a server operable to control message exchange — between 
transmission to or from arbitrary — a given one of said 
plurality of local sites — is — controlled — by — a — prescribed 
server, — and — the — network — system — as — its — interior — processing 

parts en the prescribed server , the network system 

comprising said server including : 

a gateway operable to provide a local message 

exchange interface with said plurality of local sites, 
a B2B connector operable to provide an external 

message exchange interface between the system and a 

plurality of sites external to the system, a — message 

broker that — commits — to a prescribed application on the 
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ocrvcr — proceeding — e£ — data — that — becomes — ncccaoary — when 
message — conversion — is — performed — between — t*ie — plurality 
of sites; 

a message translator that — operable to performs 
mutual — exchange — conversion between the — any two of a 
plurality of message formats on a message received 
from a sending site that is one of said plurality of 
local sites or one of the plurality of external sites, 
according — fee — a — prescribed — conditional — sentence — said 
conversion being performed in response to an — arrival 
e£— a field that is contained in the message and which 
servesifig as a trigger if* — for a specific one of the 
plurality of message formats, wherein — when — ae — rules 
are — provided — — processing — trhe — message , — the — mcoaagc 
tranclator and to checks sentence construction of the 
message and — prior to perform ing s said translation of 

the message^ 

a message broker operable to transmit a request 
to and to receive an answer from an application or 
database that is needed to carry out data exchange 
processing between the sending site and at least one 
destination site, 

a message router that operable to adds a 

destination address to the message according to an 

prescribed associated piece of identification 

information contained in the message , to combine the 

message with another message having the destination 

address when the another message exists, the another 

message being received from another one of the 

plurality of local sites or from another one of the 

plurality of external sites, and to decompose the 

message into a plurality of messages corresponding to 

a plurality of a destination addresses when the piece 
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of identification information is associated with the 
plurality of a destination addresses, ^ 

said a B2B connector that providco a being 

operable to process the addressed message exchange 
interface — between — a — system — and — a — or the plurality of 
addressed messages for transmission to one or more of 
the plurality of external sites when the message was 
received from the one of the plurality of local 
sites , outside the system; and 

said a — gateway that — provides — being operable to 

process the addressed message exchange interface 

between the system and a or the plurality of addressed 
messages for transmission to one or more of the 
plurality of local sites inside — the — system, — wherein 
when the message i-s — transmit table — se — as — te — distribute 

information among a plurality ef traders at was 

received from the one of the plurality of external 
sites— 

wherein the message conversion converts the 

message into a prescribed format according te a 

transmission origin of — the message and contents — ef — the 
message . 
22. - 25. (cancelled) 

26. (new) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein said message router includes: 

a message separator operable to decompose the message 
into the plurality of messages corresponding to the 
plurality of destination addresses, 

a mail box operable to retain the plurality of 
messages corresponding to the plurality of destination 
addresses, and 
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a message director operable to determine the 
transmission destination of the message according to the 
contents of the message. 

27. (new) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein said message router includes: 

a rule accumulation part operable to accumulate a 
plurality of rules for executing said message conversion 
performed by said message translator, 

said message broker being operable to transmit the 
request to and receive the answer from the application or 
database if no rules exist that are applicable to the 
message, and said rule accumulation part being operable to 
extract a new rule from the answer received from the 
application or database. 

28. (new) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein said message translator is operable to 
convert the message into a prescribed format according to a 
transmission origin of the message and contents of the message. 

29. (new) The information processing method according to 
claim 14, wherein said step of adding a destination address 
includes : 

retaining in a mail box the plurality of messages 
corresponding to the plurality of destination addresses, 
and 

determining the transmission destination of the 
message according to the contents of the message. 

30. (new) The information processing method according to 
claim 14, wherein said step of adding a destination address 
includes : 

accumulating a plurality of rules for executing said 
message conversion step, and 
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if no rules exist that are applicable to the message, 
extracting a new rule from the answer received from the 
application or database. 

31. (new) The network system according to claim 21, 
wherein said message router includes: 

a message separator operable to decompose the message 
into the plurality of messages corresponding to the 
plurality of a destination addresses, 

a mail box operable to retain the plurality of 
messages corresponding to the plurality of destination 
addresses, and 

a message director operable to determine the 
transmission destination of the message according to the 
contents of the message. 

32. (new) The network system according to claim 21, 
wherein said message router includes : 

a rule accumulation part operable to accumulate a 
plurality of rules for executing said message conversion 
performed by said message translator, 

said message broker being operable to transmit the 
request to and receive the answer from the upper-order 
application or database if no rules exist that are 
applicable to the message, and said rule accumulation part 
being operable to extract a new rule from the answer 
received from the upper-order application or database. 
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